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Grace and peace are yours from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, amen. 
 

As our Lenten Journey continues, we consider the beginning with a covenant God made with Noah; a 
covenant made with Abraham, both of which have a visible and lasting image.  Today we see where God gives 
the Hebrews the Law beginning with the Ten Commandments.  Like the covenants with Noah and Abraham, 
the Law is a lasting and visible sign of God’s relationship with humanity. 

 
The Law is given, and obedience is required. Punishment for sin comes to future generations who have 

not violated the law.  But there is so much more to the Law than just the Ten Commandments, the Law 
governs everything from personal health and acceptable foods, to kitchen utensils and temple offerings.  The 
Law and the Ten Commandments offer more than meets the eye as scholars and theologians have shared.  For 
example, the first four commandments are in reference to our relationship with God; the next five are in 
reference to our relationship with one another; and the final commandment is in reference to our relationship 
with ourselves for the sake of our happiness, peace, and yes, even health. 

 
Christ fulfilled the Law, and we are no longer judged under the law or the Ten Commandments even 

though most societies still define and enforce civil laws for the sake of our peace and prosperity.  Without laws 
there is anarchy, chaos, disorder, and disregard for authority.  The law has two functions; to condemn or 
accuse and to preserve life.  We can thank Martin Luther and the period of the Reformation for this 
understanding.  However, the words Luther uses apply to civil law as well.  The Law is not a burden, but rather 
the means of protection and peace.  The Law; is both a gift and a blessing. 

 
Jesus declares, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Word will never pass away…” and yet we 

are no longer subject to the law, the Ten commandments and neither is Israel or the Jew…  There seems to be 
a conflict and a gotcha here, because God spoke these words, which are indeed eternal.  The price or penalty 
for sin is death, breaking the law required sacrifices and offerings, and still if we are able to keep the first nine 
commandments, we will likely fall short of ever keeping the final commandment.  Regardless of how we see 
things, we remain guilty. 

 
We try to rationalize and justify our actions, our goodness, even our sin, which in God’s eyes is all 

foolishness.  This is what Paul is sharing with the Corinthians and is today.  Our wisdom, knowledge, and 
understanding; put together collectively cannot match God’s foolishness; our collective strength cannot match 
God’s weakness. 

 
So how do we reconcile the scripture texts today and see the light, life, and promise of God’s word, 

without tension, conflict, or contradiction?  The answer must be simple and pure and must reveal God’s truth 
and righteousness.  Jesus is accused of breaking the very Law He defined and instituted to the Jews.  Born into 
the Jewish faith and tradition, He is judged, condemned, and executed under the very Law He wrote.  And yet 
He committed no sin and was guilty of no crime.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was obedient to every one of the Ten 
Commandments especially the final commandment as well as all the Laws given.  Jesus was obedient unto 
death for the sake of our forgiveness and new life. 

 
Consider again the Ten Commandments.  If we could keep them, would we be proud or humble with 

our accomplishment?  Would our pride become a stumbling block for others who might covet our 
accomplishment?  Or would our humility be perceived as weakness or dishonesty?  The Pharisees are the 
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epitome of those who kept the Law and they showed their piety to the sinners in their midst with great 
delight, pride, and accomplishment.   

 
The Pharisees accuse Jesus of breaking the Law (working on the Sabbath) and Jesus declares to them, 

they have no compassion.  And it is through that same missing compassion that our Lord Jesus Christ fulfills 
the Law.  Jesus adds Love to the Law to reveal that there is nothing we cannot accomplish with God as our 
source of strength.  For any human to keep and fulfill the Law is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible. 

 
I will continue to share there are no coincidences in the Bible and there is no speculation (and every 

time I say these words, I give thanks for my seminary professor Dr. Walter Sundberg; a person so full of God’s 
Spirit that he was truly a joy, comfort, and strength to be around.)  There is no speculation so to consider ‘if’ 
we could keep the commandments is not an option.  For that matter, Jesus looked at the Pharisees as 
hypocrites and a brood of vipers, which is not an example or role model for the rest of us. 

 
The Law has been fulfilled; not removed, not overlooked, and not eliminated.  The Law is fulfilled 

through God’s eternal love through Jesus Christ, His Word, that is incomprehensible to anyone but God alone.  
It is now time to explain and clarify exactly how the law is fulfilled and the Word of God, including the Law, 
remain at the same time.  Our time together cannot produce conflict and question but offer comfort and the 
peace that passes all understanding. 

 
How is the Law fulfilled and how are we able to accept this?  The answer my very dear friends in Christ 

is very clear and goes back to our message from February 2, 2020 (which I incorrecidentified as our Pentecost 
sermon when it was the 4th Sunday of Epiphany).  Jesus’s sermon on the mount begins with the Beatitudes; 
the words that declare, “Blessed are the humble (poor in spirit), Blessed are the meek, the merciful, the pure 
of heart, the peacemakers…” and more.   

 
The Beatitudes are the holy image of how Jesus sees us when sin is conquered and when we are able 

to keep all commandments and laws in the sight of God our Father and Creator.  Just as God declares, “You 
shall be holy, for I the Lord you God am Holy,” so too do we NOT have any other Gods; so too do we 
remember the sabbath, so too do we not murder, steal, lie or even covet, because as holy Children of God in 
the Kingdom of Heaven there is nothing we could possibly want. 

 
God continues to call to us each day and every moment to experience the divine side of life where 

there is peace, comfort, and joy that knows no end.  This world will continue to present the doubt, darkness, 
and deception that it cannot be this simple.  This world will continue to convince us there is something we 
must do; even if it is only to justify our own ideas, thoughts, and accomplishments.   

 
God made a covenant to Noah and Abraham that provide lasting and visible images.  God gives us a 

new covenant to love one another, which we can only accomplish when the law is fulfilled in our hearts.  
Christ fulfilled the law with love and commands us to do the same, not in a manner this world will understand, 
but in a way that we will know and experience the peace that passes all understanding to keep our hearts and 
minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


